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Introductions and Conclusions
Question 1 .

Which of the following would be the best closing statement for a paper in favor of U.S. space
exploration?

 A. "Space advocates can come from both parties and might be bitterly divided over over

the war in Iraq, . . . tax policy, and uncountable other things. However, on the subject

of space exploration, there is no reason why Democrats and Republicans cannot be

allies" (Brooks 2005).

 B. At the American Institute for Aeronautics and Astronautics Space 2006 meeting,

Ditmar Associates reported that Americans between the ages of 18 and 25 years, are

"largely disinterested" in President Bush's Vision for Space Exploration announced in

January of 2004 (2006).

 C. "Exploration of the past reminds us of the great determination of our ancestors,

whether they were Native Americans surviving on the plains, colonists fighting for

freedom from Great Britain, or pioneers crossing over rugged mountains to settle in the

West" (Smith 2006, 5).

 D. President George W. Bush comments, "Mankind is drawn to the heavens for the same

reason we were once drawn into unknown lands and across the open sea. We choose

to explore space because doing so improves our lives, and lifts our national spirit"

(Bush, 2004).

Question 2 .

Which of the following is the best thesis for a paper against U.S. foreign aid?

 A. The United States has been criticized for not fully meeting its obligations to aid foreign

countries and for using aid mainly to benefit its own foreign policy.

 B. All modernized countries should join together and give money to aid third world

countries that do not have available resources to deal with their own tragic situations.

 C. Millions of U.S. foreign aid dollars go to worthy causes such as AIDS/HIV prevention

and treatment and feeding, housing, clothing, and educating orphans.

 D. Instead of spending millions of dollars on problems overseas, the U.S. government

should focus on the problems like crime and poverty within its own borders.
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Question 3 .

     (1) Have you ever dreamed of owning a tiger or a monkey? (2) Have you seen pictures of
baby animals that made you want to hold and care for them? (3) There are many people who
have chosen an exotic pet for reasons like they wanted to have a unique pet to show off to
friends, or they thought they could train it to do a lot of amazing tricks. (4) However, wild
animals do not make good pets because they need specialized care, they can become
dangerous, and they can spread diseases and parasites.
     (5) Caring for wild animals requires expertise. (6) Wild animals have very strict dietary,
environmental, and social needs. (7) The owner must know precisely what, when, and how to
feed the animal. (8) Snakes, for example, need to be removed from their living quarters and
placed in another confined area to feed. (9) The reason for this is so the snake will not
associate the owner's hand with its prey. (10) The food demands of a large animal like a tiger
would be nearly impossible to supply. (11) Many reptiles need particular temperatures to live;
therefore, heat and UV lamps must be maintained for these animals. (12) Besides strenuous
nutritional and environmental needs, wild animals have specific social needs that pet owners
may have no idea how to meet.
     (13) Baby animals may be easy to contain and control, but they will not stay that way. (14)
As the animal grows in size its strength increases too. (15) Young tiger cubs may be similar in
size to a domestic house cat, but an adult, male, Bengal tiger can weigh up to 258 pounds.
(16) Even a playful pat from an animal that big and strong could seriously injure a human. (17)
As a baby, the pet relies on the owner to care for it. (18) When the young animal begins to
develop into a mature adult, instinctive behaviors like hunting will replace the young, playful
behaviors. (19) Owners typically respond to these changes by locking the animals in cages,
sedating them with drugs, or getting rid of the pets.
     (20) One more reason to not keep a wild animal as a pet is that wild animals often carry
diseases and/or parasites. (21) Amphibians such as turtles and frogs frequently carry
Salmonella, a type of bacteria that is dangerous to humans, especially children. (22)
Thousands of people are infected with Salmonella every year. (23) Macque monkeys are
known to carry the herpes B virus which can be fatal to humans. (24) Some small mammals
(Gambian giant-pouched rats, rope squirrels, and dormice) imported for the pet trade recently
infected locally captured prairie dogs with monkeypox. (25) The prairie dogs were sold and
infected over a dozen humans with the monkeypox virus. (26) The infected people survived
but had to endure fever, body aches, and lesions over two to four weeks. (27) Owning a wild
animal as a pet is not worth the risk of catching a harmful disease.
     (28) Wild animals have strict dietary, environmental, and social needs that are
unreasonable for an owner to meet. (29) Wild animals have natural instincts that take over as
they develop into adults. (30) These instinctive behaviors can be very threatening to people.
(31) Also, wild animals are prone to have diseases and parasites that can be transmitted to
humans.

Which sentence states the main point of paragraph 4?

 A. sentence 20

 B. sentence 25

 C. sentence 23

 D. sentence 27
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Question 4 .

Directions: Select the correct answer from the drop-down menu.

Which sentence best concludes the passage?

The Tragic Theater of Stephen Crane's "The Open Boat"

     Stephen Crane was a master of using strong language to evoke images. His unique use
of imagery is seen in his life-based shipwreck tale called “The Open Boat.” This story of four
men who try to row a dinghy to land after surviving a shipwreck is so full of vibrant images
that the story comes off as a mini-play: the theater of the open boat. (He was a literary
contemporary of Theodore Dreiser.)
     Crane himself is aware of the theater of the open boat. Soon after establishing the setting,
plot situation, and characters, Crane writes, “Viewed from a balcony, the whole thing would
doubtlessly have been weirdly picturesque. But the men in the boat had no time to see it, and
if they had had leisure there were other things to occupy their minds.” The captain even
senses the theatrical aspect of the situation. Crane writes, “Then the captain, in the bow,
chuckled in a way that expressed humor, contempt, tragedy, all in one. ‘Do you think we’ve
got much of a show, now, boys?’ said he” (Chapter 2).
     If “The Open Boat” is a play, then it no doubt is a tragedy, despite what the captain thinks.
Crane opens this tragedy as follows: “NONE of them knew the color of the sky. Their eyes
glanced level, and were fastened upon the waves that swept toward them. These waves
were of the hue of slate, save for the tops, which were of foaming white, and all of the men
knew the colors of the sea. The horizon narrowed and widened, and dipped and rose, and at
all times its edge was jagged with waves that seemed thrust up in points like rocks.”
     As if that’s not enough to set the stage, Crane adds one of his downright bizarre
descriptions. “These waves were most wrongfully and barbarously abrupt and tall, and each
froth-top was a problem in small boat navigation.” This shows the tragic situation. 
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Question 5 .

Jack has to write a persuasive paper about whether athletes should be paid to play on college
teams. He has made a list of arguments for and against paying athletes to play on college
teams. Use the notes Jack has made to answer the following question.

For Against
More people would attend games Athletes already receive scholarships

Motivation for players to stay in college Other college students like musicians and
actors would demand pay

 Athletes gain valuable training and
experience for free

Which of these is the best thesis for Jack's paper?

 A. Many college athletes receive expensive gifts like cars and vacations "under the table"

from recruiters.

 B. Musicians and actors are not paid for the services they give to the colleges and

universities that they attend.

 C. College athletes are well compensated for their athletic performance and should not be

paid monetarily.

 D. College sports like football and basketball bring millions of dollars in revenue to the

schools and to local businesses.
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Question 6 .

Honesty-The Best policy
     Ron's parents looked at each other worriedly and then at Ron as he squirmed
uncomfortably in his chair. This scene had played out at dinner every night for the past week.
Ron would look uncomfortable as he tried to eat his dinner, but when his parents asked him
what was wrong, he would merely shake his head. He barely touched his dinner every night
and ran back to his room as soon as possible. Even the teacher in school complained of his
odd behavior.
     Ron was suffering from a bad toothache for a week, which he had tried to hide from his
parents. He did not want to worry them, and moreover, he was scared to tell them the truth. He
was certain that they would admonish him for being negligent and eating too many sweets. So
Ron decided to bear the toothache, thinking it would subside in a few days. But the toothache
was getting more severe with every passing day, and the pain was becoming difficult to
conceal.
     That night at dinner, the pain finally became too much for Ron to bear. Holding his jaw, Ron
let out a sharp yelp. His parents looked at him in alarm. Realizing that he could no longer hide
the truth, Ron told his parents about his toothache. They left their dinner unfinished and
decided to take Ron to the dentist immediately. Ron was feeling much better after seeing the
dentist, and on the way back, his mother hugged him and said, "Honey, why didn't you tell us
about your toothache earlier? You would not have had to endure so much pain had you told us
the truth!"

Which sentence should be added to the passage to conclude the narrative?

 A. After this incident, Ron decided to always be honest with his parents.

 B. After this incident, Ron started brushing his teeth every night.

 C. Ron was not ready to face the consequences of speaking the truth.

 D. Ron decided that he never wanted to visit the dentist again.

Question 7 .

     Games such as jump rope and hop scotch develop physical skills in children. Children must
have good coordination and timing to be successful at jump roping. Children also have to use
balance in order to win at hop scotch. Board games and cards games strengthen memory,
concentration, and thinking ability. Old Maid requires children to keep track of the cards that
they have requested. Monopoly involves math and strategy. All games are important for
teaching social interaction. Children must learn to take turns and to be fair. Cooperation
amongst team players is also a social aspect of playing games. Games are valuable to
children because they help children develop physically, mentally, and socially.

Which of the following sentences states the thesis of the paragraph above?

 A. Video games can provide some skill development but usually do not help with social

interaction.

 B. Games are important learning forums for children because they help them develop

important skills.

 C. Some of the best board games for children include Candy Land and Chutes and

Ladders.

 D. Word games like Hangman and Scrabble can help children improve their spelling and

vocabulary.
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Question 8 .

Janice is writing a short essay about the effects of Internet access in remote, tribal villages.
Read the following passage and use it to answer the question. 

     (1) Companies like Google and Intel have recently established programs to provide remote
villages with computers and Internet access. (2) The Internet can serve as a valuable tool for
remote villages by providing a way to preserve their culture and protect against exploitation of
their land. (3) Some villagers are opposed to the introduction of the Internet into their
traditional lifestyles.
     (4) Tsereptse, the leader of one Xavante tribe in a Brazilian Indian reserve stated, "I don't
think it's a good thing, because it's a threat to our culture."
     (5) Other members of the Xavante tribe argue that the Internet will benefit them. (6) They
say that it will give them the opportunity to record their traditions and spread their culture to
other parts of the world. (7) Those in favor of bringing the Internet into tribal villages also state
that the Internet is a quicker way to report illegal logging, hunting, and farming. (8) The
government will be able to closely monitor illegal activity in remote parts of Brazil from villager
accounts reported via the Internet. 
     (9) Chief Surui of an Amazonian tribe in Rondonia has already received laptops and
Internet access for his village through a charity organization called Amazon Conservation
Team. (10) Surui states in an email, "The use of computers helps us to manage any funds we
receive as support, to create new projects, and to record memoirs. (11) Using the Internet, we
can enter into contact with the world, learning about what is happening and distributing our
news to others. (12) When we have any problems with invasions from loggers, hunters or
miners, we can denounce them in a quicker way."

Which statement would best conclude this essay?

 A. Internet access comes with the unwanted dangers of identity theft, online predators,

cyberbullying, and exposure to inappropriate content.

 B. With Internet access remote tribes will be able to listen to different types of music,

watch all kinds of shows and videos, and learn many new things.

 C. The Internet has the potential to destroy the cultures of remote tribes by tempting

young members to leave the tribes and venture out into the world.

 D. The Internet is a modern technology that can be used to preserve the history of remote

tribes and guard against destruction of tribal lands.
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Question 9 .

Janice is writing a short essay about the effects of Internet access in remote, tribal villages.
Read the following passage and use it to answer the question. 

     (1) Companies like Google and Intel have recently established programs to provide remote
villages with computers and Internet access. (2) The Internet can serve as a valuable tool for
remote villages by providing a way to preserve their culture and protect against exploitation of
their land. (3) Some villagers are opposed to the introduction of the Internet into their
traditional lifestyles.
     (4) Tsereptse, the leader of one Xavante tribe in a Brazilian Indian reserve stated, "I don't
think it's a good thing, because it's a threat to our culture."
     (5) Other members of the Xavante tribe argue that the Internet will benefit them. (6) They
say that it will give them the opportunity to record their traditions and spread their culture to
other parts of the world. (7) Those in favor of bringing the Internet into tribal villages also state
that the Internet is a quicker way to report illegal logging, hunting, and farming. (8) The
government will be able to closely monitor illegal activity in remote parts of Brazil from villager
accounts reported via the Internet. 
     (9) Chief Surui of an Amazonian tribe in Rondonia has already received laptops and
Internet access for his village through a charity organization called Amazon Conservation
Team. (10) Surui states in an email, "The use of computers helps us to manage any funds we
receive as support, to create new projects, and to record memoirs. (11) Using the Internet, we
can enter into contact with the world, learning about what is happening and distributing our
news to others. (12) When we have any problems with invasions from loggers, hunters or
miners, we can denounce them in a quicker way."

Which of the following states the main point of paragraph 3?

 A. sentence 7

 B. sentence 6

 C. sentence 5

 D. sentence 8

Question 10 .

Directions: Select the correct answer from the drop-down menu.

Which sentence best introduces the passage?

History of the US Census
adapted from The United States Census Bureau

      In the early 1600s, a
census was taken in Virginia, and people were counted in nearly all of the British colonies
that became the United States at the time of the Revolutionary War. There were also
censuses in other areas of the country before they became parts of the United States.
     Following independence, there was an almost immediate need for a census of the entire
nation. Both the number of seats each state was to have in the U.S. House of
Representatives and the states' respective shares in paying for the war were to be based on
population.
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Question 11 .

     (1) Have you ever dreamed of owning a tiger or a monkey? (2) Have you seen pictures of
baby animals that made you want to hold and care for them? (3) There are many people who
have chosen an exotic pet for reasons like they wanted to have a unique pet to show off to
friends, or they thought they could train it to do a lot of amazing tricks. (4) However, wild
animals do not make good pets because they need specialized care, they can become
dangerous, and they can spread diseases and parasites.
     (5) Caring for wild animals requires expertise. (6) Wild animals have very strict dietary,
environmental, and social needs. (7) The owner must know precisely what, when, and how to
feed the animal. (8) Snakes, for example, need to be removed from their living quarters and
placed in another confined area to feed. (9) The reason for this is so the snake will not
associate the owner's hand with its prey. (10) The food demands of a large animal like a tiger
would be nearly impossible to supply. (11) Many reptiles need particular temperatures to live;
therefore, heat and UV lamps must be maintained for these animals. (12) Besides strenuous
nutritional and environmental needs, wild animals have specific social needs that pet owners
may have no idea how to meet.
     (13) Baby animals may be easy to contain and control, but they will not stay that way. (14)
As the animal grows in size its strength increases too. (15) Young tiger cubs may be similar in
size to a domestic house cat, but an adult, male, Bengal tiger can weigh up to 258 pounds.
(16) Even a playful pat from an animal that big and strong could seriously injure a human. (17)
As a baby, the pet relies on the owner to care for it. (18) When the young animal begins to
develop into a mature adult, instinctive behaviors like hunting will replace the young, playful
behaviors. (19) Owners typically respond to these changes by locking the animals in cages,
sedating them with drugs, or getting rid of the pets.
     (20) One more reason to not keep a wild animal as a pet is that wild animals often carry
diseases and/or parasites. (21) Amphibians such as turtles and frogs frequently carry
Salmonella, a type of bacteria that is dangerous to humans, especially children. (22)
Thousands of people are infected with Salmonella every year. (23) Macque monkeys are
known to carry the herpes B virus which can be fatal to humans. (24) Some small mammals
(Gambian giant-pouched rats, rope squirrels, and dormice) imported for the pet trade recently
infected locally captured prairie dogs with monkeypox. (25) The prairie dogs were sold and
infected over a dozen humans with the monkeypox virus. (26) The infected people survived
but had to endure fever, body aches, and lesions over two to four weeks. (27) Owning a wild
animal as a pet is not worth the risk of catching a harmful disease.
     (28) Wild animals have strict dietary, environmental, and social needs that are
unreasonable for an owner to meet. (29) Wild animals have natural instincts that take over as
they develop into adults. (30) These instinctive behaviors can be very threatening to people.
(31) Also, wild animals are prone to have diseases and parasites that can be transmitted to
humans.

Which sentence states the main point of paragraph 3?

 A. sentence 18

 B. sentence 16

 C. sentence 13

 D. sentence 19



10/29/18, 12)04 PMPrintable Worksheet

Page 9 of 18https://app125.studyisland.com/cfw/test/print-practice-workshee…ckID=b22870e&qgList=ad11b618&quesNum=9c1ab&appRnd=1540829506828

Question 12 .

Tabatha is writing a persuasive paper about the negative effects of beauty pageants. Use her
list of pros and cons to answer the question.

Pros Cons
scholarships negative pressure
platform for important issues eating disorders
confidence builder unhealthy competition
 sexist towards women

Which of the following is the best thesis for a persuasive paper on the negative effects of beauty
pageants?

 A. The first beauty pageants began in the early 1920s as a way to promote tourism by

attracting visitors to stay in places like Atlantic City during the off season.

 B. Beauty pageants may have some negative outcomes, but they also provide

scholarships for contestants, serve as a platform for important issues, and build self-

confidence.

 C. Beauty pageants should not be allowed due to the negative pressures, eating

disorders, unhealthy competitiveness, and sexist attitudes associated with them.

 D. Contestants often go to extreme measures like starving themselves, having their

bodies augmented with plastic surgery, and sabotaging others to try to win a pageant.

Question 13 .

     (1) College seems like a lifetime away when you’re in high school. (2) However, preparing
for college is best done at the beginning of high school. (3) Many colleges look for the best
and the brightest students to make up their student population. (4) Even though preparing for
college takes a lot of time and effort, it will help you gain access to the best schools and to
greater knowledge. 
     (5) In high school, you should focus on making yourself stand out in academics and in
community involvement. (6) Making the grades in high school shows that you are not only
bright but hardworking. (7) Joining clubs and organizations that are meaningful to you also
shows colleges that you’re a passionate person. (8) These qualities will help you make a good
impression on the college of your choice.
     (9) Preparing for college takes a lot of work on your part. (10) Although this may seem like
a chore, your efforts will benefit you when you are attending college. (11) Gaining a college
education will help you explore different avenues in learning. (12) Different college courses
may teach you about subjects that you might have never noticed on your own. (13) Therefore,
college can broaden your knowledge.

Which of the following states the thesis of the entire passage?

 A. sentence 1

 B. sentence 2

 C. sentence 4

 D. sentence 3
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Question 14 .

Lisa has been assigned to write a persuasive paper about a topic that interests her personally. Lisa has
chosen to write a paper in favor of students being allowed to have cell phones at school.

Which of the following is the best thesis for Lisa's paper?

 A. Some, but not all, students misuse their cell phones by texting each other the answers

to exam questions.

 B. Students should have the right to have cell phones at school because they are

important to student safety.

 C. My best friend's $200 cell phone was taken away from her because she was using it

between classes in the hall.

 D. There are a lot of high-tech cell phones that include features like cameras, mp3

players, Internet access, and GPS.
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Question 15 .

     (1) Have you ever dreamed of owning a tiger or a monkey? (2) Have you seen pictures of
baby animals that made you want to hold and care for them? (3) There are many people who
have chosen an exotic pet for reasons like they wanted to have a unique pet to show off to
friends, or they thought they could train it to do a lot of amazing tricks. (4) However, wild
animals do not make good pets because they need specialized care, they can become
dangerous, and they can spread diseases and parasites.
     (5) Caring for wild animals requires expertise. (6) Wild animals have very strict dietary,
environmental, and social needs. (7) The owner must know precisely what, when, and how to
feed the animal. (8) Snakes, for example, need to be removed from their living quarters and
placed in another confined area to feed. (9) The reason for this is so the snake will not
associate the owner's hand with its prey. (10) The food demands of a large animal like a tiger
would be nearly impossible to supply. (11) Many reptiles need particular temperatures to live;
therefore, heat and UV lamps must be maintained for these animals. (12) Besides strenuous
nutritional and environmental needs, wild animals have specific social needs that pet owners
may have no idea how to meet.
     (13) Baby animals may be easy to contain and control, but they will not stay that way. (14)
As the animal grows in size its strength increases too. (15) Young tiger cubs may be similar in
size to a domestic house cat, but an adult, male, Bengal tiger can weigh up to 258 pounds.
(16) Even a playful pat from an animal that big and strong could seriously injure a human. (17)
As a baby, the pet relies on the owner to care for it. (18) When the young animal begins to
develop into a mature adult, instinctive behaviors like hunting will replace the young, playful
behaviors. (19) Owners typically respond to these changes by locking the animals in cages,
sedating them with drugs, or getting rid of the pets.
     (20) One more reason to not keep a wild animal as a pet is that wild animals often carry
diseases and/or parasites. (21) Amphibians such as turtles and frogs frequently carry
Salmonella, a type of bacteria that is dangerous to humans, especially children. (22)
Thousands of people are infected with Salmonella every year. (23) Macque monkeys are
known to carry the herpes B virus which can be fatal to humans. (24) Some small mammals
(Gambian giant-pouched rats, rope squirrels, and dormice) imported for the pet trade recently
infected locally captured prairie dogs with monkeypox. (25) The prairie dogs were sold and
infected over a dozen humans with the monkeypox virus. (26) The infected people survived
but had to endure fever, body aches, and lesions over two to four weeks. (27) Owning a wild
animal as a pet is not worth the risk of catching a harmful disease.
     (28) Wild animals have strict dietary, environmental, and social needs that are
unreasonable for an owner to meet. (29) Wild animals have natural instincts that take over as
they develop into adults. (30) These instinctive behaviors can be very threatening to people.
(31) Also, wild animals are prone to have diseases and parasites that can be transmitted to
humans.

Which of the following sentences would be the best concluding statement for this paper?

 A. Finally, people should not buy exotic pets because that contributes to the exotic pet

trade which takes animals from their natural environments and forces them to live in

cages.

 B. In conclusion, some experts think that people obsessed with treating their pets like a

human friend should deal with relationship issues that may exist with friends, and

family.

 C. Lastly, domesticated animal like cats and dogs were bred for desired traits over

thousands of years and depend on humans for their food, shelter, veterinary care, and

affection.

 D. Summarily, exotic pets may seem attractive, but they are difficult to care for, are likely

to become dangerous, and can carry diseases and parasites that are harmful to

humans.
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Question 16 .

A Tale by the Shore

     I came across a large wooden box, partially buried in the sand. I dug the box out of the
sand and noticed that it had an old-fashioned lock on it. Curious to see what the box
contained, I found a large stone and broke open the lock, only to find that the box was full of
contents sealed within waterproof bags. There were some bits of parchment, a sickle, a
hammer, a compass, and small pieces of rock and mud. It seemed like an odd collection of
items. I wanted to take a look at what was written on the parchment, but I was worried that if I
opened the bag too hastily, the sheets might get damaged. So I decided to drive to
grandmother's home and carefully open the contents of the box in the garage.
     I felt a shiver of excitement as I walked back to my car with the box. My grandmother lived
away from the city, and there was hardly ever anything to do here! I had expected this visit to
be extremely dull as I preferred the fast-paced life in the city, but perhaps I was wrong after all!
After a quick drive to grandmother's home, I went into the garage, opened the box, and spread
all its contents on the floor. Carefully picking up the parchments, I started reading the first
sheet, at the very top of which were the words, "A man's adventure to the center of the Earth."
I settled down to read with a smile on my face.

Which sentence should be added to introduce the narrative?

 A. My grandmother always urged me to visit her and get away from the noise of the city.

 B. I was walking down the beach one morning last summer while visiting my

grandmother.

 C. I spent last summer reading the personal accounts of an adventurous man.

 D. The garage was my favorite place in my grandmother's house because it was quiet

and cozy.

Question 17 .

adapted from The Goal of Sending a Man to the Moon
by John F. Kennedy

     If we are to win the battle that is now going on around the world between freedom and
tyranny, the dramatic achievements in space which occurred in recent weeks should have
made clear to us all the impact of this adventure on the minds of men everywhere. Since early
in my term, our efforts in space have been under review. With the advice of the Vice President,
we have examined where we are strong and where we are not, where we may succeed and
where we may not. Now it is time to take longer strides—time for a great new American
enterprise—time for this nation to take a clearly leading role in space achievement. This in
many ways may hold the key to our future on earth. 
     Recognizing the head start obtained by the Soviets with their large rocket engines, we
nevertheless are required to make new efforts on our own. For while we cannot guarantee that
we shall one day be first, we can guarantee that any failure to make this effort will make us
last. We take an additional risk by making it in full view of the world, but this very risk
enhances our stature when we are successful. We go into space because whatever mankind
must undertake, free men must fully share.
     I therefore ask the Congress, above and beyond the increases I have earlier requested for
space activities, to provide the funds which are needed to meet the following national goals: 
     First, I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade
is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the earth. No single space
project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more important for the long-range
exploration of space. None will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish. In a very real sense,
it will not be one man going to the moon—if we make this judgment affirmatively, it will be an
entire nation. For all of us must work to put him there.
     Secondly, an additional 23 million dollars, together with 7 million dollars already available,
will accelerate development of the Rover nuclear rocket. This gives promise of some day
providing a means for even more exciting and ambitious exploration of space. This will
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perhaps go beyond the moon, perhaps to the very end of the solar system itself. 
     Third, an additional 50 million dollars will make the most of our present leadership, by
accelerating the use of space satellites for world-wide communications.
     Fourth, there will be an additional 75 million dollars—of which 53 million dollars is for the
Weather Bureau. This will help give us at the earliest possible time a satellite system for world-
wide weather observation.
     Let it be clear that I am asking the Congress and the country to accept a firm commitment
to a new course of action—a course which will last for many years and carry very heavy costs:
531 million dollars in fiscal '62—an estimated seven to nine billion dollars additional over the
next five years. If we are to go only half way, or reduce our sights in the face of difficulty, in my
judgment it would be better not to go at all.

Directions: Select the correct text in the passage.

Which sentence introduces a claim to persuade the audience that investing in space will lead to
innovation in other areas?

excerpt from The Goal of Sending a Man to the Moon
by John F. Kennedy

     Recognizing the head start obtained by the Soviets with their large rocket engines, we
nevertheless are required to make new efforts on our own. For while we cannot guarantee that
we shall one day be first, we can guarantee that any failure to make this effort will make us last.
We take an additional risk by making it in full view of the world, but this very risk enhances our
stature when we are successful.  We go into space because whatever mankind must undertake,
free men must fully share.
     I therefore ask the Congress, above and beyond the increases I have earlier requested for
space activities, to provide the funds which are needed to meet the following national goals: 
     First, I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade is
out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the earth. No single space project
in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more important for the long-range
exploration of space.  None will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish. In a very real sense, it
will not be one man going to the moon—if we make this judgment affirmatively, it will be an entire
nation. For all of us must work to put him there.
     Secondly, an additional 23 million dollars, together with 7 million dollars already available, will
accelerate development of the Rover nuclear rocket.  This gives promise of some day providing a
means for even more exciting and ambitious exploration of space. This will perhaps go beyond
the moon, perhaps to the very end of the solar system itself. 
     Third, an additional 50 million dollars will make the most of our present leadership, by
accelerating the use of space satellites for world-wide communications.
     Fourth, there will be an additional 75 million dollars—of which 53 million dollars is for the
Weather Bureau. This will help give us at the earliest possible time a satellite system for world-
wide weather observation.
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Question 18 .

     (1) College seems like a lifetime away when you’re in high school. (2) However, preparing
for college is best done at the beginning of high school. (3) Many colleges look for the best
and the brightest students to make up their student population. (4) Even though preparing for
college takes a lot of time and effort, it will help you gain access to the best schools and to
greater knowledge. 
     (5) In high school, you should focus on making yourself stand out in academics and in
community involvement. (6) Making the grades in high school shows that you are not only
bright but hardworking. (7) Joining clubs and organizations that are meaningful to you also
shows colleges that you’re a passionate person. (8) These qualities will help you make a good
impression on the college of your choice.
     (9) Preparing for college takes a lot of work on your part. (10) Although this may seem like
a chore, your efforts will benefit you when you are attending college. (11) Gaining a college
education will help you explore different avenues in learning. (12) Different college courses
may teach you about subjects that you might have never noticed on your own. (13) Therefore,
college can broaden your knowledge.

Which sentence states the main point of paragraph 3?

 A. sentence 11

 B. sentence 9

 C. sentence 12

 D. sentence 10

Question 19 .

     LEGO is a Danish company that has become internationally known. Ole Kirk Christiansen
started his company in 1932 in the small town of Billund in Denmark. Christiansen was a
carpenter that manufactured items like ironing boards and stepladders. He was having trouble
making ends meet, so he started using wood scraps to carve toys. Christiansen made wooden
blocks that connected together. He later developed his wooden blocks into special plastic
blocks and got a patent on his interlocking system. The blocks were first sold in Denmark and
nearby Germany.

Which of the following is the best concluding statement for the paragraph above?

 A. Today, LEGO is known as the world's sixth largest toy manufacturer and sells its

products in more than 130 countries.

 B. The LEGO Company remained in the family and is currently owned by Kjeld Kirk

Kristiansen, a grandchild of the founder.

 C. The well-known name 'LEGO' is derived from the combination of "legt godt," the two

Danish words that mean "play well."

 D. The LEGO Company encourages children to develop their problem solving skills

through structured and creative play.

Copyright © 2018 Edmentum - All rights reserved.
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Question 20 .

For a writing assignment, Petra has to argue for or against the use of digital media within classrooms
around the nation.

Which of the following is the best thesis for a paper in favor of digital media in the classroom?

 A. Students are familiar with the digital media found in the classrooms because students

use them every day.

 B. Digital media, such as mobile devices and iPods, are some of the effective tools used

in classrooms.

 C. Classrooms should be equipped with digital media in order to prepare their students

for the real world.

 D. In classrooms, a great number of teachers use digital media as an alternative method

to reach students.
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Answers

1.  D

2.  D

3.  A

4.  --

5.  C

6.  A

7.  B

8.  D

9.  C

10.  --

11.  C

12.  C

13.  C

14.  B

15.  D

16.  B

17.  --

18.  D

19.  A

20.  C
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Explanations

1. A concluding statement brings the piece of writing to a close. The concluding statement restates the thesis of the paper. It can summarize the
main points, suggest answers to a problem, predict the future, or present a significant quote that ties the argument in the paper together. The
correct answer choice gives a significant quote supporting the importance of U.S. space exploration.

2. A good thesis clearly states what the writer intends to argue and how he or she intends to argue his or her point of view. The correct answer
states an opinion: "Instead of spending millions of dollars on problems overseas, the U.S. government should focus on the problems like
crime and poverty within its own borders." This thesis gives the reader an idea that the author will support the statement by telling about the
problems of crime and poverty in the U.S.

Some of the statements in the other answer choices are facts that cannot be argued. The thesis is supposed to be opposed to U.S. foreign aid,
so the statement about "all modernized countries" would not be a good thesis for this paper.

3. Sentence 20 states that another reason to not own a wild animal as a pet is that they can spread diseases and parasites. The rest of the
paragraph gives details about the diseases that wild animals can spread.

4. A concluding statement brings a piece of writing to a close and restates the thesis of the paper. It can summarize the main points, suggest
answers to a problem, predict the future, or present a significant quote that ties the argument in the paper together. The best concluding
statement for the passage is "Crane's mastery of powerful language in 'The Open Boat' conjures equally powerful imagery for his readers."

5. A good thesis clearly states what the writer intends to argue and how he or she intends to argue his or her point of view. The correct answer
choice states an argument that college athletes should not be paid monetarily. The thesis in the correct answer also states that college athletes
are well compensated. The other answer choices are statements that cannot be argued.

6. Every story must have an introduction and a conclusion. A concluding statement ties up all the loose ends in the story and brings the story to
a logical end. In this story, Ron learns a lesson when he hides the truth from his parents. Therefore, the best sentence to conclude the story
would be "After this incident, Ron decided to always be honest with his parents."

7. A thesis states the focus of the paragraph. The rest of the sentences in the paragraph should support the thesis. The correct answer states,
"Games are important learning forums for children." All of the sentences in this paragraph are about the benefits children receive from
playing different games.

8. A concluding statement brings the piece of writing to a close. The concluding statement restates the thesis of the paper. It can summarize the
main points, suggest answers to a problem, predict the future, or present a significant quote that ties the argument in the paper together. The
sentence in the correct answer restates the thesis and briefly covers the main points in the paper.

9. The main point of a paragraph states the focus of that paragraph. Sentence 5 states, "Other members of the Xavante tribe argue that the
Internet will benefit them." All of the sentences in paragraph 3 relate to this topic.

10.The best introductory sentence to fit the passage is "Fact finding is one of America's oldest activities." It directly relates to census taking in
America from a historical perspective.

11. Sentence 13 states that baby wild animals may not be difficult to control, but they won't stay that way. The rest of the paragraph gives details
about how it is dangerous to have a grown wild animal as a pet.
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12.A good thesis clearly states what the writer intends to argue and how he or she intends to argue his or her point of view. The correct answer
states, "Beauty pageants should no longer be allowed," and the writer's argument is supported by the statement "due to the negative pressures,
eating disorders, and unhealthy competitive behaviors that are associated with them."

13.A good thesis clearly states what the writer intends to argue and how he or she intends to argue his or her point of view. Sentence 4 states that
even though preparing for colleges takes time and effort, it will be beneficial to students. The rest of the passage supports this point.

14.A good thesis clearly states what the writer intends to argue and how he or she intends to argue his or her point of view. The correct answer
choice states the viewpoint, "Students should have the right to have cell phones at school." The correct answer also states that the writer
intends to argue her point by discussing how "[cell phones] are important to student safety."

15.A concluding statement brings the piece of writing to a close. The concluding statement restates the thesis of the paper. It can summarize the
main points, suggest answers to a problem, predict the future, or present a significant quote that ties the argument in the paper together. The
correct answer choice restates the thesis and touches on the main points in the paper.

16.An introductory line establishes the context of a story and hints at what is to follow. The sentence "I was walking down the beach one
morning last summer while visiting my grandmother" establishes the context of the story that follows and is thus the correct answer.

17.The correct answer is "Third, an additional 50 million dollars will make the most of our present leadership, by accelerating the use of space
satellites for world-wide communications." This statement shows that the developments in space to increase the United States' spread of
leadership can be applied to other areas, such as communications.

18.Sentence 10 states that students will benefit when they go to college. The rest of the paragraph gives details about how college is beneficial.

19.A concluding statement brings the piece of writing to a close. The concluding statement restates the main idea of the composition. The
sentence in the correct answer supports the main idea that LEGO is an internationally known company.

20.A good thesis clearly states what the writer intends to argue and how he or she intends to argue his or her point of view. The correct answer
choice states the viewpoint, "Classrooms should be equipped with digital media in order to prepare their students for the real world." The
correct answer also states that the writer intends to argue her point by discussing how digital media prepares students for the real world.


