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Inferences
Question 1 .

Gwendolyn Brooks
1917–2000

     Gwendolyn Brooks published her first poem when she was 13-years-old. By the time she
was 16, she had a portfolio of 75 published poems. While she was still in high school, her
mother took her to meet Harlem Renaissance poets Langston Hughes and James Weldon
Johnson. 
     Although Brooks was born in Kansas, her family moved to Chicago, Illinois, when she was
six weeks old, and Brooks lived there until her death in 2000. She attended Wilson Junior
College and worked as a typist after The Chicago Defender did not hire her.
     Brooks’ first book of poetry was called A Street in Bronzeville. The national recognition she
received helped her earn her first Guggenheim Fellowship. Brooks’ second book of poetry,
Annie Allen, made her the first African American to win the Pulitzer Prize for poetry. 
     Brooks also taught creative writing at a number of institutions including Columbia University
and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her next book was a book-length poem called The
Mecca that was nominated for a National Book Award. In 1968, Brooks was named the Poet
Laureate of Illinois and served as such until her death. She received honorary degrees from
more than 75 colleges and universities throughout the world.
     During her career, Brooks published more than 20 books of poetry, nonfiction, fiction and
biography. In 1988, she was inducted in the National Women’s Hall of Fame. In 1994, Brooks
was chosen as the National Endowment for the Humanities’ Jefferson Lecturer. This is the
highest honor the federal government gives out in the humanities and an immense honor in
American literature. She was also given a lifetime achievement award by the National
Endowment for the Arts. The Illinois State Library was named after her posthumously in 2003.
     Brooks married Henry Blakely in 1938 and had two children, Henry Jr. and Norma Brooks
Blakely. At the age of 83, she passed away from cancer in her Southside Chicago home.

Which of these conclusions can be made from the passage?

 A. Gwendolyn Brooks was one of the most widely respected American poets.

 B. Gwendolyn Brooks was ashamed that she never attended a four year college.

 C. Gwendolyn Brooks was more well-known for her nonfiction than poetry.

 D. Gwendolyn Brooks did not receive much international attention or success.
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Question 2 .

Sisterly Advice: "Dear Abby" and "Ann Landers"

     Few people probably would have guessed that identical twin sisters Esther "Eppie" Pauline
Friedman Lederer and Pauline “Popo” Esther Friedman Phillips would grow up to become two
of the most influential advice columnists in the world. “Dear Abby” and “Ann Landers” were
both known by their millions of daily readers for their quick wit and sage wisdom. 
     The pair grew up in Sioux City, Iowa and attended Morningside College where they both
worked on the newspaper staff. In 1939, at the age of 21, the Friedman sisters married in a
joint ceremony. The original “Ann Landers” was started in 1942 by a nurse named Ruth
Crowley. She wrote the column until her death in 1955. After she won a contest, Esther
Lederer assumed the “Ann Landers” pen name and eventually won the copyright to it.
     Pauline Phillips founded “Dear Abby” in 1956. A rift between the twins developed when Life
magazine reported that Phillips had offered the column to the Sioux City Journal at a
discounted rate if it agreed not to run “Ann Landers.” Although they publicly reconciled in 1964,
it is said the bitter rivalry continued behind closed doors for decades. In 1995, Phillips began to
suffer from the onset of Alzheimer’s disease and her daughter, Jeanine, assumed the Abigail
Van Buren pen name. “Dear Abby” has been in publication for more than 50 years and still
read daily by more than 110 million people.
     Lederer was in good health most of her life and wrote “Ann Landers” until her death in
2002. She chose not to have another writer assume the pen name. Jeanine Phillips wrote a
tribute to “Ann Landers” in “Dear Abby” shortly after her passing. Lederer’s daughter, Margo
Howard, said the women had not been in contact for years, and she believes Phillips just
wrote the tribute for money. 
     Howard wrote an advice column of her own called “Dear Prudence” for several years.
Currently, she pens “Dear Margo.”

From the passage, the reader can infer

 A. publication of "Ann Landers" ceased in 2002.

 B. Margo now writes the "Dear Abby" column, too.

 C. Margo was angry her mother didn't pass "Ann Landers" on.

 D. Lederer started "Ann Landers" to compete with "Dear Abby."
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Question 3 .

from A Pair of Silk Stockings
by Kate Chopin

     Little Mrs. Sommers one day found herself the unexpected possessor of fifteen dollars. It
seemed to her a very large amount of money, and the way in which it stuffed and bulged her
worn old porte-monnaie1 gave her a feeling of importance such as she had not enjoyed for
years.

     The question of investment was one that occupied her greatly. For a day or two she walked
about apparently in a dreamy state, but really absorbed in speculation and calculation. She did
not wish to act hastily, to do anything she might afterward regret. But it was during the still
hours of the night when she lay awake revolving plans in her mind that she seemed to see her
way clearly toward a proper and judicious use of the money.

     A dollar or two should be added to the price usually paid for Janie's shoes, which would
insure their lasting an appreciable time longer than they usually did. She would buy so and so
many yards of percale for new shirt waists for the boys and Janie and Mag. She had intended
to make the old ones do by skilful patching. Mag should have another gown. She had seen
some beautiful patterns, veritable bargains in the shop windows. And still there would be left
enough for new stockings—two pairs apiece—and what darning that would save for a while!
She would get caps for the boys and sailor-hats for the girls. The vision of her little brood
looking fresh and dainty and new for once in their lives excited her and made her restless and
wakeful with anticipation.

     The neighbors sometimes talked of certain "better days" that little Mrs. Sommers had
known before she had ever thought of being Mrs. Sommers. She herself indulged in no such
morbid retrospection. She had no time—no second of time to devote to the past. The needs of
the present absorbed her every faculty. A vision of the future like some dim, gaunt monster
sometimes appalled her, but luckily to-morrow never comes.

     Mrs. Sommers was one who knew the value of bargains; who could stand for hours making
her way inch by inch toward the desired object that was selling below cost. She could elbow
her way if need be; she had learned to clutch a piece of goods and hold it and stick to it with
persistence and determination till her turn came to be served, no matter when it came.
1. wallet or purse

Which statement is supported by information in the passage?

 A. Mrs. Sommers did not have a lot of money.

 B. Mrs. Sommers loved to buy expensive things.

 C. Mrs. Sommers was loved by her neighbors.

 D. Mrs. Sommers did not have any children.

Question 4 .

Directions: Select the correct text in the passage.

Read the statement below.

Scientists find animals useful as models for research concerning human beings.

Which sentence from the passage best supports this inference?

Animals in Space
adapted from NASA
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     Can fish swim in microgravity? Do bees make honey in space? Can ant farms exist on the
Space Station? These are just a few of the questions scientists hope to answer by taking animals
into space.
     Scientists want to know how the body reacts to microgravity. Many experiments can be
conducted on humans while they work aboard the Space Shuttle or International Space Station
(ISS), but many others interfere with daily activities. That's where the animals come into play. And
while scientists may not really care how a rat reacts to space conditions, animal data can transfer
to human models and help prevent or solve physical issues people face today.
     Animals go into space to help conduct scientific research only when absolutely necessary.
Researchers prefer to research with computer models, or by involving the astronauts directly.  For
some experiments, however, only animals will work. Sometimes the situations need to be closely
controlled, such as a monitored diet. Human astronauts generally aren't willing to agree to eat the
same amount and type of food, so this experiment would be a burden to them. Animals, however,
always have monitored feedings.
     In the earlier days of space exploration, nobody knew if people could survive a trip away from
Earth, so using animals was the best way to find out. In 1948, a rhesus macaque monkey named
Albert flew inside a V2 rocket. In 1957, Russians sent a dog named Laika into orbit. Both of these
flights showed that humans could survive weightlessness and the effects of high gravitational
forces. After several more flights, the number of animals sent into space decreased. Most
experiments could be conducted in space without involving animals.
     In 1973, however, a Skylab space project studied circadian rhythm. This experiment used
several mice. From there, the Space Shuttle program evolved, which included a more suitable
environment for animals.
     Due to the housing needs and the practicalities of space travel, the lowest form of life is most
suitable for space travel.  Often, experiment results using snails and fish can be applied to human
conditions: inner ear exams can be done in a snail rather than a highly evolved mammal, and
genetic studies can be conducted in fish. While there is not a one-to-one transfer, the similarities
are enough to gain necessary knowledge.
     Taking animals into space requires special considerations. If a group of laboratory mice were
to fly aboard the next Space Shuttle mission, what would be needed? Traditional aquarium-style
cages don't provide enough traction for mice to walk around; instead, space mice have wire mesh
cages so their toes can grip a rougher surface. Wood chips couldn't be used for bedding; they
wouldn't stay in place. Gravity-feed water bottles wouldn't work; pressurized water containers are
needed instead. Bowls of dry food aren't practical, so compressed food bars are provided instead.
As for how to clean the cages, a special waste containment system has been created to keep
everything in its place.
     Do the animals like living in microgravity? Does floating instead of walking confuse them?
"Amazingly, they adapt very quickly," says Laura Lewis, a member of NASA Ames Institutional
Animal Care and Use Committee. "Within 5 minutes, mice are floating in their living spaces,
grooming themselves, and eating, just as they would on Earth."
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Question 5 .

Gwendolyn Brooks
1917–2000

     Gwendolyn Brooks published her first poem when she was 13-years-old. By the time she
was 16, she had a portfolio of 75 published poems. While she was still in high school, her
mother took her to meet Harlem Renaissance poets Langston Hughes and James Weldon
Johnson. 
     Although Brooks was born in Kansas, her family moved to Chicago, Illinois, when she was
six weeks old, and Brooks lived there until her death in 2000. She attended Wilson Junior
College and worked as a typist after The Chicago Defender did not hire her.
     Brooks’ first book of poetry was called A Street in Bronzeville. The national recognition she
received helped her earn her first Guggenheim Fellowship. Brooks’ second book of poetry,
Annie Allen, made her the first African American to win the Pulitzer Prize for poetry. 
     Brooks also taught creative writing at a number of institutions including Columbia University
and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her next book was a book-length poem called The
Mecca that was nominated for a National Book Award. In 1968, Brooks was named the Poet
Laureate of Illinois and served as such until her death. She received honorary degrees from
more than 75 colleges and universities throughout the world.
     During her career, Brooks published more than 20 books of poetry, nonfiction, fiction and
biography. In 1988, she was inducted in the National Women’s Hall of Fame. In 1994, Brooks
was chosen as the National Endowment for the Humanities’ Jefferson Lecturer. This is the
highest honor the federal government gives out in the humanities and an immense honor in
American literature. She was also given a lifetime achievement award by the National
Endowment for the Arts. The Illinois State Library was named after her posthumously in 2003.
     Brooks married Henry Blakely in 1938 and had two children, Henry Jr. and Norma Brooks
Blakely. At the age of 83, she passed away from cancer in her Southside Chicago home.

The reader can assume from this passage that

 A. no other African American writer has won the Pulitzer for poetry.

 B. other African Americans have won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry.

 C. the Pulitzer Prize is more widely respected than the National Book Award.

 D. the Pulitzer Prize is only awarded to writers who have taught college.
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Question 6 .

The National Book Award

     The National Book Award is one of the most respected American literary prizes. It was
established in 1950 and is presented annually in four categories: nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and
young people’s literature. Judging for the award is done by a panel of five volunteers in each
category. Winners receive $10,000 and a bronze sculpture. Finalists each receive $1000 and a
medal.
     The Medal for Distinguished Contributions to American Letters (DCAL) is a lifetime
achievement award presented at the National Book Award Dinner to someone who has
enriched American literary heritage. Past honorees include John Updike, Toni Morrison, Oprah
Winfrey, Judy Blume, and Stephen King. 
     Another lifetime achievement award presented annually by the National Book Foundation
was first awarded in 2005. The Literarian Award is presented to someone who is believed to
exemplify the foundation’s goals of increasing the cultural appreciation and expanding the
audience for American literature.

From the passage, the reader can conclude that

 A. the National Book Award is only presented to American authors.

 B. the National Book Award is presented to any English language author.

 C. no one has ever received both the National Book Award and the DCAL.

 D. Judy Blume won the DCAL because of her Superfudge book series.
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Question 7 .

The Earth's Giant Sweater

     Global warming is the rise in the Earth's surface temperature that has been happening
since the mid-1900s. Scientists believe that greenhouse gases are to blame. They trap heat in
the Earth's atmosphere. The heat warms the air, and eventually, the oceans and the ground.
As an example, think of how people like to wear white on hot, sunny days because it reflects
the sun's rays rather than absorbing them. Black clothing absorbs heat and eventually makes
the wearer hot. 
     Greenhouse gases are like a giant black sweater—they let the sun's rays in, but they don't
allow the heat back out. The greenhouse effect, a kind of "natural blanket," was great because
it made the Earth warm enough for people to inhabit it. But once the Industrial Age began and
factories began using fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas, the greenhouse effect started working
a little too well. Burning these things puts more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. As a
result, the Earth now absorbs more heat than it lets back out into the universe.
     The planet's rising temperature could have cataclysmic effects. Melting polar caps result in
rising ocean levels. Increases in flooding, drought, and extreme weather events are expected.
Global warming is projected to continue indefinitely if nothing is done to reduce the level of
greenhouse gases in the air. Car companies are developing hybrid cars. "Going green" efforts
and campaigns to end pollution are at an all time high.

From this passage, the reader can conclude

 A. if nothing is done to stop global warming, the planet will suffer.

 B. global warming is not as big a deal as people make it out to be.

 C. hybrid cars and trucks are the automobiles of the future.

 D. going green is a very expensive trend that won't last long.
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Question 8 .

from The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
by L. Frank Baum

     When Dorothy stood in the doorway and looked around, she could see nothing but the
great gray prairie on every side. Not a tree nor a house broke the broad sweep of flat country
that reached the edge of the sky in all directions. The sun had baked the plowed land into a
gray mass, with little cracks running through it. Even the grass was not green, for the sun had
burned the tops of the long blades until they were the same gray color to be seen everywhere.
Once the house had been painted, but the sun blistered the paint and the rains washed it
away, and now the house was as dull and gray as everything else.

     When Aunt Em came there to live she was a young, pretty wife. The sun and wind had
changed her, too. They had taken the sparkle from her eyes and left them a sober gray; they
had taken the red from her cheeks and lips, and they were gray also. She was thin and gaunt,
and never smiled, now. When Dorothy, who was an orphan, first came to her, Aunt Em had
been so startled by the child's laughter that she would scream and press her hand upon her
heart whenever Dorothy's merry voice reached her ears; and she still looked at the little girl
with wonder that she could find anything to laugh at. Uncle Henry never laughed. He worked
hard from morning till night and did not know what joy was. He was gray also, from his long
beard to his rough boots, and he looked stern and solemn, and rarely spoke.

     It was Toto that made Dorothy laugh, and saved her from growing as gray as her other
surroundings. Toto was not gray; he was a little black dog, with long, silky hair and small black
eyes that twinkled merrily on either side of his funny, wee nose. Toto played all day long, and
Dorothy played with him, and loved him dearly.

Which statement is supported by information in the passage?

 A. Uncle Henry and Aunt Em live in Kansas.

 B. Dorothy misses her former home and friends.

 C. Uncle Henry has a sad and tough life.

 D. Aunt Em likes living at the farm.
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Question 9 .

adapted from The Remarkable Rocket 
by Oscar Wilde

(1)      The King's son was going to be married, so there were general rejoicings as he had
waited a whole year for his bride, and at last she had arrived. She was a Russian Princess,
and had driven all the way from Finland in a sledge drawn by six reindeer. The sledge was
shaped like a great golden swan, and between the swan's wings lay the little Princess herself.
Her long ermine-cloak reached right down to her feet, on her head was a tiny cap of silver
tissue, and she was as pale as the Snow Palace in which she had always lived. So pale was
she that as she drove through the streets all the people wondered. "She is like a white rose!"
they cried, and they threw down flowers on her from the balconies.

(2)       At the gate of the Castle the Prince was waiting to receive her. He had dreamy violet
eyes, and his hair was like fine gold. When he saw her he sank upon one knee, and kissed her
hand.

(3)       "Your picture was beautiful," he murmured, "but you are more beautiful than your
picture"; and the little Princess blushed.

(4)       "She was like a white rose before," said a young Page to his neighbor, "but she is like a
red rose now"; and the whole Court was delighted.

(5)       For the next three days everybody went about saying, "White rose, Red rose, Red rose,
White rose"; and the King gave orders that the Page's salary was to be doubled. As he
received no salary at all this was not of much use to him, but it was considered a great honor,
and was duly published in the Court Gazette.

(6)       When the three days were over the marriage was celebrated, and it was a magnificent
ceremony, and the bride and bridegroom walked hand in hand under a canopy of purple velvet
embroidered with little pearls. Then there was a State Banquet, which lasted for five hours,
where the Prince and Princess sat at the top of the Great Hall and drank out of a cup of clear
crystal. Only true lovers could drink out of this cup, for if false lips touched it, it grew grey and
dull and cloudy.

(7)       "It's quite clear that they love each other," said the little Page, "as clear as crystal!" and
the King doubled his salary a second time. "What an honor!" cried all the courtiers.

The reader can infer from paragraph 2 that

 A. the King does not want the Prince to meet the Princess.

 B. the King forces the Prince to wait at the castle gate.

 C. the Prince is afraid that the Princess may not arrive.

 D. the Prince is looking forward to meeting the Princess.
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Question 10 .

from A Pair of Silk Stockings
by Kate Chopin

     Little Mrs. Sommers one day found herself the unexpected possessor of fifteen dollars. It
seemed to her a very large amount of money, and the way in which it stuffed and bulged her
worn old porte-monnaie1 gave her a feeling of importance such as she had not enjoyed for
years.

     The question of investment was one that occupied her greatly. For a day or two she walked
about apparently in a dreamy state, but really absorbed in speculation and calculation. She did
not wish to act hastily, to do anything she might afterward regret. But it was during the still
hours of the night when she lay awake revolving plans in her mind that she seemed to see her
way clearly toward a proper and judicious use of the money.

     A dollar or two should be added to the price usually paid for Janie's shoes, which would
insure their lasting an appreciable time longer than they usually did. She would buy so and so
many yards of percale for new shirt waists for the boys and Janie and Mag. She had intended
to make the old ones do by skilful patching. Mag should have another gown. She had seen
some beautiful patterns, veritable bargains in the shop windows. And still there would be left
enough for new stockings—two pairs apiece—and what darning that would save for a while!
She would get caps for the boys and sailor-hats for the girls. The vision of her little brood
looking fresh and dainty and new for once in their lives excited her and made her restless and
wakeful with anticipation.

     The neighbors sometimes talked of certain "better days" that little Mrs. Sommers had
known before she had ever thought of being Mrs. Sommers. She herself indulged in no such
morbid retrospection. She had no time—no second of time to devote to the past. The needs of
the present absorbed her every faculty. A vision of the future like some dim, gaunt monster
sometimes appalled her, but luckily to-morrow never comes.

     Mrs. Sommers was one who knew the value of bargains; who could stand for hours making
her way inch by inch toward the desired object that was selling below cost. She could elbow
her way if need be; she had learned to clutch a piece of goods and hold it and stick to it with
persistence and determination till her turn came to be served, no matter when it came.
1. wallet or purse

The reader can infer from paragraph 2 that

 A. Mrs. Sommers is used to having a lot of money.

 B. Mrs. Sommers wants to spend her money wisely.

 C. Mrs. Sommers wants to spend all the money on herself.

 D. Mrs. Sommers is eager to buy new things with her money.
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Question 11 .

Personal Space

     Most people attribute the changes in society of the last 10-15 years to the
Internet. In doing so they fail to give enough credit to cell phones and other
portable communication devices. Such technological devices have “fractured”
society not by driving wedges between people, but by allowing people to drive
wedges between themselves.
     Before cell phones and other portable communication devices, people could
not communicate at a distance as freely as they do today. Friends who chose to
go to different colleges would communicate through letters and infrequent phone
calls. Upon arriving at college, they found that they could not rely on old friends
to be there all the time, and because of this, they attempted to make new friends.
Today, these same people do not have to seek out new friends because they can
communicate instantly with old friends across great distances through phone
calls and text messages. As a result, they meet fewer new people and spend less time outside
of the world in which they feel comfortable.
     The fractures that we see in today’s society are a direct result of this kind of change.
Technology gives people the option of not exploring the worlds that exist outside of their daily
lives, interests, and closest friends. Far too many people choose that option.

Based on this article, what can the reader infer about people who depend too heavily on technological
devices?

 A. They have very active social lives and spend lots of time with friends.

 B. They do not have much money because they spend it on cell phones.

 C. They were probably surrounded by technology when they were children.

 D. They probably have difficulty forming close relationships with new people.

Question 12 .

Directions: Select the correct text in the passage.

Read the statement below. 

Mathilde shows no consideration for the feelings of her peers.

Which sentence from the passage best supports this inference?

from "The Diamond Necklace"
by Guy de Maupassant

     The girl was one of those pretty and charming young creatures who sometimes are born, as if
by a slip of fate, into a family of clerks. She had no dowry, no expectations, no way of being
known, understood, loved, married by any rich and distinguished man; so she let herself be
married to a little clerk of the Ministry of Public Instruction.
     She dressed plainly because she could not dress well, but she was unhappy as if she had
really fallen from a higher station; since with women there is neither caste nor rank, for beauty,
grace and charm take the place of family and birth. Natural ingenuity, instinct for what is elegant,
a supple mind are their sole hierarchy, and often make of women of the people the equals of the
very greatest ladies.
     Mathilde suffered ceaselessly, feeling herself born to enjoy all delicacies and all luxuries. She
was distressed at the poverty of her dwelling, at the bareness of the walls, at the shabby chairs,
the ugliness of the curtains. All those things, of which another woman of her rank would never
even have been conscious, tortured her and made her angry. The sight of the little Breton
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peasant who did her humble housework aroused in her despairing regrets and bewildering
dreams. She thought of silent antechambers hung with Oriental tapestry, illumined by tall bronze
candelabra, and of two great footmen in knee breeches who sleep in the big armchairs, made
drowsy by the oppressive heat of the stove. She thought of long reception halls hung with ancient
silk, of the dainty cabinets containing priceless curiosities and of the little coquettish perfumed
reception rooms made for chatting at five o'clock with intimate friends, with men famous and
sought after, whom all women envy and whose attention they all desire.
     When she sat down to dinner, before the round table covered with a tablecloth in use three
days, opposite her husband, who uncovered the soup tureen and declared with a delighted air,
"Ah, the good soup! I don't know anything better than that," she thought of dainty dinners, of
shining silverware, of tapestry that peopled the walls with ancient personages and with strange
birds flying in the midst of a fairy forest; and she thought of delicious dishes served on marvellous
plates and of the whispered gallantries to which you listen with a sphinxlike smile while you are
eating the pink meat of a trout or the wings of a quail.
     She had no gowns, no jewels, nothing. And she loved nothing but that. She felt made for that.
She would have liked so much to please, to be envied, to be charming, to be sought after.
     She had a friend, a former schoolmate at the convent, who was rich, and whom she did not
like to go to see any more because she felt so sad when she came home.
     But one evening her husband reached home with a triumphant air and holding a large
envelope in his hand.
     "There," said he, "there is something for you."
     She tore the paper quickly and drew out a printed card which bore these words: 
           The Minister of Public Instruction and Madame Georges Ramponneau
           request the honor of M. and Madame Loisel's company at the palace of
           the Ministry on Monday evening, January 18th.
     Instead of being delighted, as her husband had hoped, she threw the invitation on the table
crossly, muttering: "What do you wish me to do with that?"
     "Why, my dear, I thought you would be glad. You never go out, and this is such a fine
opportunity. I had great trouble to get it. Every one wants to go; it is very select, and they are not
giving many invitations to clerks. The whole official world will be there."
     She looked at him with an irritated glance and said impatiently: "And what do you wish me to
put on my back?"
     He had not thought of that. He stammered: "Why, the gown you go to the theatre in. It looks
very well to me." He stopped, distracted, seeing that his wife was weeping.  Two great tears ran
slowly from the corners of her eyes toward the corners of her mouth.
     "What's the matter? What's the matter?" he answered.
     By a violent effort she conquered her grief and replied in a calm voice, while she wiped her wet
cheeks: "Nothing. Only I have no gown, and, therefore, I can't go to this ball. Give your card to
some colleague whose wife is better equipped than I am."
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Question 13 .

Directions: Select the correct text in the passage.

Read the statement below. 

The narrator believes that he acted rationally when he took the old man's life.

Which sentence from the passage best supports this inference?

from "The Tell-Tale Heart"
by Edgar Allan Poe

     TRUE!—nervous—very, very dreadfully nervous I had been and am; but why will you say that I
am mad? The disease had sharpened my senses—not destroyed—not dulled them. Above all
was the sense of hearing acute. I heard all things in the heaven and in the earth.  I heard many
things in hell. How, then, am I mad? Hearken! and observe how healthily—how calmly I can tell
you the whole story.
     It is impossible to say how first the idea entered my brain; but once conceived, it haunted me
day and night. Object there was none. Passion there was none. I loved the old man. He had
never wronged me. He had never given me insult. For his gold I had no desire. I think it was his
eye! yes, it was this! He had the eye of a vulture—a pale blue eye, with a film over it. Whenever it
fell upon me, my blood ran cold; and so by degrees—very gradually—I made up my mind to take
the life of the old man, and thus rid myself of the eye forever.
     Now this is the point. You fancy me mad. Madmen know nothing. But you should have seen
me. You should have seen how wisely I proceeded—with what caution—with what foresight—
with what dissimulation I went to work!  I was never kinder to the old man than during the whole
week before I killed him. And every night, about midnight, I turned the latch of his door and
opened it—oh so gently! And then, when I had made an opening sufficient for my head, I put in a
dark lantern, all closed, closed, that no light shone out, and then I thrust in my head. Oh, you
would have laughed to see how cunningly I thrust it in! I moved it slowly—very, very slowly, so
that I might not disturb the old man's sleep.  It took me an hour to place my whole head within the
opening so far that I could see him as he lay upon his bed. Ha! would a madman have been so
wise as this? And then, when my head was well in the room, I undid the lantern cautiously-oh, so
cautiously—cautiously (for the hinges creaked)—I undid it just so much that a single thin ray fell
upon the vulture eye. And this I did for seven long nights—every night just at midnight—but I
found the eye always closed; and so it was impossible to do the work; for it was not the old man
who vexed me, but his Evil Eye. And every morning, when the day broke, I went boldly into the
chamber, and spoke courageously to him, calling him by name in a hearty tone, and inquiring how
he has passed the night. So you see he would have been a very profound old man, indeed, to
suspect that every night, just at twelve, I looked in upon him while he slept.
     Upon the eighth night I was more than usually cautious in opening the door. A watch's minute
hand moves more quickly than did mine. Never before that night had I felt the extent of my own
powers—of my sagacity. I could scarcely contain my feelings of triumph. To think that there I was,
opening the door, little by little, and he not even to dream of my secret deeds or thoughts.  I fairly
chuckled at the idea; and perhaps he heard me; for he moved on the bed suddenly, as if startled.
Now you may think that I drew back—but no. His room was as black as pitch with the thick
darkness, (for the shutters were close fastened, through fear of robbers,) and so I knew that he
could not see the opening of the door, and I kept pushing it on steadily, steadily.
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Question 14 .

     Vanderbilt University’s Climate Change Research Network (CCRN) says people can do
things as simple as turning off lights to help prevent global warming. The organization says
that more people haven’t reacted to warnings about climate change because citizens are told
they have to make huge sacrifices.
     CCRN suggests that if each person does a lot of little things that add up, the climate
change problem can still be solved. Driving and energy use take up one third of the U.S.’s
carbon dioxide emissions. That’s more than all the industrial manufacturing that goes on here
combined.
     CCRN's tips are simple: Take the bus or walk to work. Eat more fruits and vegetables
instead of meat. Weatherize houses so that you are not wasting energy during heating and
cooling processes. Turn off the light when you’re not using it. They say things like this will help
provide a habitable Earth for generations to come.

The reader can infer that CCRN

 A. would like to hold an international conference to end global warming.

 B. doesn't believe turning off lights will really make a difference in global warming.

 C. wants Vanderbilt University to take a more active role in ending global warming.

 D. doesn't believe people want to make big sacrifices to end global warming.

Question 15 .

Sisterly Advice: "Dear Abby" and "Ann Landers"

     Few people probably would have guessed that identical twin sisters Esther "Eppie" Pauline
Friedman Lederer and Pauline “Popo” Esther Friedman Phillips would grow up to become two
of the most influential advice columnists in the world. “Dear Abby” and “Ann Landers” were
both known by their millions of daily readers for their quick wit and sage wisdom. 
     The pair grew up in Sioux City, Iowa and attended Morningside College where they both
worked on the newspaper staff. In 1939, at the age of 21, the Friedman sisters married in a
joint ceremony. The original “Ann Landers” was started in 1942 by a nurse named Ruth
Crowley. She wrote the column until her death in 1955. After she won a contest, Esther
Lederer assumed the “Ann Landers” pen name and eventually won the copyright to it.
     Pauline Phillips founded “Dear Abby” in 1956. A rift between the twins developed when Life
magazine reported that Phillips had offered the column to the Sioux City Journal at a
discounted rate if it agreed not to run “Ann Landers.” Although they publicly reconciled in 1964,
it is said the bitter rivalry continued behind closed doors for decades. In 1995, Phillips began to
suffer from the onset of Alzheimer’s disease and her daughter, Jeanine, assumed the Abigail
Van Buren pen name. “Dear Abby” has been in publication for more than 50 years and still
read daily by more than 110 million people.
     Lederer was in good health most of her life and wrote “Ann Landers” until her death in
2002. She chose not to have another writer assume the pen name. Jeanine Phillips wrote a
tribute to “Ann Landers” in “Dear Abby” shortly after her passing. Lederer’s daughter, Margo
Howard, said the women had not been in contact for years, and she believes Phillips just
wrote the tribute for money. 
     Howard wrote an advice column of her own called “Dear Prudence” for several years.
Currently, she pens “Dear Margo.”

The author wants the reader to assume that

 A. "Dear Prudence" didn't do well, so it was canceled.

 B. Lederer and Phillips once had a close relationship.

 C. "Ann Landers" was the more popular columnist.

 D. Lederer and Phillips had never gotten along anyway.
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Question 16 .

Help
by J. Robbins

     “Hey, guys,” Mindy said as she sat down at the lunchroom table. “Has anyone figured out
what’s going on?” Her friends shook their heads, and Mindy frowned in concern. This was not
a good sign.
     “Evelina sent me a text message and asked me to meet her at our usual table,” replied
Pedro. “That’s all I know. You don’t think . . . you don’t think she’ll try it again, do you?”
     “No way!” shrieked Carly in alarm. “She wouldn’t dare. I bet she just wants to talk about her
birthday party—or, more accurately, her super fabulous birthday extravaganza.” Mindy sighed
and opened her carton of chocolate milk.
     “If she does try it again, we’ll have to tell Ms. Shearer,” she told her friends. “This madness
has got to stop sometime, and I think we need professional help. Evelina could really hurt
someone one of these days.”
     “You guys,” warned Pedro softly. “She’s here.” The three of them looked up to see Evelina
march into the cafeteria with several large plastic containers in her arms. Mindy could feel her
heart pounding in her chest as Evelina maneuvered her way through the crowd of students
and set the containers in front of her friends.
     “Surprise!” Evelina laughed as her friends looked at each other in dismay. “I'm glad you are
all here to see my latest brilliant creation. Now you'll get to try my brand-new recipe—baked
clams in a honey mustard, olive, and strawberry sauce. Brought to you with love from the
famous Café Evelina!” She began dishing out the clams and handing them to her friends.
     “More like the infamous Café Evelina,” muttered Pedro under his breath. He gave the mess
on his plate a tentative poke with a fork, and brown ooze began to flow across his plate.
     “Uh, I have a question,” Carly said as she stared in horror at Pedro’s plate. “How did you
keep these clams fresh? I mean, you must have baked them last night, right?” Evelina beamed
with pride.
     “I sure did,” she replied. “And I left them in the trunk of my car this morning. It’s only 80
degrees outside, so I’m sure they’re fine. Eat up!”
     “Listen, Evie,” Mindy said as she grabbed Evelina’s fork out of her hands before she could
take a bite. “Seafood needs to be kept at a certain temperature to stay fresh. You can’t just
keep it in the trunk of your car and hope for the best. People could get food poisoning!”
     “She’s right,” agreed Pedro. “You know, Ms. Shearer has a lot of great information about
food safety. She told me that she has been interested in food her whole life. Why don’t we all
go and talk to her?”
     “Sure!” said Carly. “I think that’s a great idea. Ms. Shearer used to be a chef in Paris, and
I’m sure she could even give you tips about opening your own restaurant.” Evelina cheered up
immediately.
     “Well, okay then!” she exclaimed as she jumped out of her chair. “I have a million questions
to ask her about becoming the world's most famous chef.”
     “Ms. Shearer will be thrilled to see Evelina finally in her classroom. In fact, I think every
person in the entire school will be thrilled,” Pedro whispered to his friends as they followed
Evelina into the Home Economics classroom.

What can the reader infer about Ms. Shearer?

 A. She is upset that Evelina wants to take her job.

 B. She is the school's Home Economics teacher.

 C. She has been trained as a school counselor.

 D. She believes Evelina is a wonderful cook.
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Question 17 .

from A Pair of Silk Stockings
by Kate Chopin

     Little Mrs. Sommers one day found herself the unexpected possessor of fifteen dollars. It
seemed to her a very large amount of money, and the way in which it stuffed and bulged her
worn old porte-monnaie1 gave her a feeling of importance such as she had not enjoyed for
years.

     The question of investment was one that occupied her greatly. For a day or two she walked
about apparently in a dreamy state, but really absorbed in speculation and calculation. She did
not wish to act hastily, to do anything she might afterward regret. But it was during the still
hours of the night when she lay awake revolving plans in her mind that she seemed to see her
way clearly toward a proper and judicious use of the money.

     A dollar or two should be added to the price usually paid for Janie's shoes, which would
insure their lasting an appreciable time longer than they usually did. She would buy so and so
many yards of percale for new shirt waists for the boys and Janie and Mag. She had intended
to make the old ones do by skilful patching. Mag should have another gown. She had seen
some beautiful patterns, veritable bargains in the shop windows. And still there would be left
enough for new stockings—two pairs apiece—and what darning that would save for a while!
She would get caps for the boys and sailor-hats for the girls. The vision of her little brood
looking fresh and dainty and new for once in their lives excited her and made her restless and
wakeful with anticipation.

     The neighbors sometimes talked of certain "better days" that little Mrs. Sommers had
known before she had ever thought of being Mrs. Sommers. She herself indulged in no such
morbid retrospection. She had no time—no second of time to devote to the past. The needs of
the present absorbed her every faculty. A vision of the future like some dim, gaunt monster
sometimes appalled her, but luckily to-morrow never comes.

     Mrs. Sommers was one who knew the value of bargains; who could stand for hours making
her way inch by inch toward the desired object that was selling below cost. She could elbow
her way if need be; she had learned to clutch a piece of goods and hold it and stick to it with
persistence and determination till her turn came to be served, no matter when it came.
1. wallet or purse

Which selection best shows that Mrs. Sommers was a strong-willed woman?

 A. She had no time—no second of time to devote to the past.

 B. . . . she had learned to clutch a piece of goods and hold it and stick to it with

persistence and determination till her turn came to be served, no matter when it came.

 C. The vision of her little brood looking fresh and dainty and new for once in their lives

excited her and made her restless and wakeful with anticipation.

 D. She did not wish to act hastily, to do anything she might afterward regret.

Question 18 .

Directions: Select the correct text in the passage.

Read the statement below.

The king has only a superficial concept of justice.

Which statement from the passage best supports this inference?

from "The Lady, or The Tiger?"
by Frank R. Stockton
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     In the very olden time there lived a semi-barbaric king, whose ideas, though somewhat
polished and sharpened by the progressiveness of distant Latin neighbors, were still large, florid,
and untrammeled, as became the half of him which was barbaric. He was a man of exuberant
fancy, and, withal, of an authority so irresistible that, at his will, he turned his varied fancies into
facts. He was greatly given to self-communing, and, when he and himself agreed upon anything,
the thing was done.  When every member of his domestic and political systems moved smoothly
in its appointed course, his nature was bland and genial; but, whenever there was a little hitch,
and some of his orbs got out of their orbits, he was blander and more genial still, for nothing
pleased him so much as to make the crooked straight and crush down uneven places.
     Among the borrowed notions by which his barbarism had become semified was that of the
public arena, in which, by exhibitions of manly and beastly valor, the minds of his subjects were
refined and cultured.
     But even here the exuberant and barbaric fancy asserted itself. The arena of the king was
built, not to give the people an opportunity of hearing the rhapsodies of dying gladiators, nor to
enable them to view the inevitable conclusion of a conflict between religious opinions and hungry
jaws, but for purposes far better adapted to widen and develop the mental energies of the people.
This vast amphitheater, with its encircling galleries, its mysterious vaults, and its unseen
passages, was an agent of poetic justice, in which crime was punished, or virtue rewarded, by the
decrees of an impartial and incorruptible chance.
     When a subject was accused of a crime of sufficient importance to interest the king, public
notice was given that on an appointed day the fate of the accused person would be decided in the
king's arena, a structure which well deserved its name, for, although its form and plan were
borrowed from afar, its purpose emanated solely from the brain of this man, who, every
barleycorn a king, knew no tradition to which he owed more allegiance than pleased his fancy,
and who ingrafted on every adopted form of human thought and action the rich growth of his
barbaric idealism.
     When all the people had assembled in the galleries, and the king, surrounded by his court, sat
high up on his throne of royal state on one side of the arena, he gave a signal, a door beneath
him opened, and the accused subject stepped out into the amphitheater.  Directly opposite him,
on the other side of the inclosed space, were two doors, exactly alike and side by side. It was the
duty and the privilege of the person on trial to walk directly to these doors and open one of
them. He could open either door he pleased; he was subject to no guidance or influence but that
of the aforementioned impartial and incorruptible chance. If he opened the one, there came out of
it a hungry tiger, the fiercest and most cruel that could be procured, which immediately sprang
upon him and tore him to pieces as a punishment for his guilt. The moment that the case of the
criminal was thus decided, doleful iron bells were clanged, great wails went up from the hired
mourners posted on the outer rim of the arena, and the vast audience, with bowed heads and
downcast hearts, wended slowly their homeward way, mourning greatly that one so young and
fair, or so old and respected, should have merited so dire a fate.
     But, if the accused person opened the other door, there came forth from it a lady, the most
suitable to his years and station that his majesty could select among his fair subjects, and to this
lady he was immediately married, as a reward of his innocence. It mattered not that he might
already possess a wife and family, or that his affections might be engaged upon an object of his
own selection; the king allowed no such subordinate arrangements to interfere with his great
scheme of retribution and reward. The exercises, as in the other instance, took place immediately,
and in the arena. Another door opened beneath the king, and a priest, followed by a band of
choristers, and dancing maidens blowing joyous airs on golden horns and treading an epithalamic
measure, advanced to where the pair stood, side by side, and the wedding was promptly and
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cheerily solemnized. Then the gay brass bells rang forth their merry peals, the people shouted
glad hurrahs, and the innocent man, preceded by children strewing flowers on his path, led his
bride to his home.

Question 19 .

Personal Space

     Most people attribute the changes in society of the last 10-15 years to the
Internet. In doing so they fail to give enough credit to cell phones and other
portable communication devices. Such technological devices have “fractured”
society not by driving wedges between people, but by allowing people to drive
wedges between themselves.
     Before cell phones and other portable communication devices, people could
not communicate at a distance as freely as they do today. Friends who chose to
go to different colleges would communicate through letters and infrequent phone
calls. Upon arriving at college, they found that they could not rely on old friends
to be there all the time, and because of this, they attempted to make new friends.
Today, these same people do not have to seek out new friends because they can
communicate instantly with old friends across great distances through phone
calls and text messages. As a result, they meet fewer new people and spend less time outside
of the world in which they feel comfortable.
     The fractures that we see in today’s society are a direct result of this kind of change.
Technology gives people the option of not exploring the worlds that exist outside of their daily
lives, interests, and closest friends. Far too many people choose that option.

The reader can infer that the author believes cell phones

 A. are only used by college students.

 B. should not be overused.

 C. make the world a better place.

 D. do not cause any problems.

Copyright © 2018 Edmentum - All rights reserved.
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Question 20 .

The Booker Prize

     The Man Booker Prize for Fiction is awarded every year to the author of the best original
full-length novel in the English language. Winners must be residents of Ireland or the
Commonwealth of Nations that includes 53 countries like India, Pakistan, the United Kingdom,
and Canada. The Booker Prize winner is almost guaranteed international attention, so it is
considered a great distinction to win the Booker, as well as make the longlist or shortlist of
nominees.
     The Prize was originally called the “Booker-McConnell” after the company that sponsored it
in 1968. It became known as “the Booker” or the “Booker prize.” In 2002, the administration of
the prize was transferred to the Booker Prize Foundation and the title sponsor became the
Man Group.
     The panel of advisors for the Booker includes an author, a literary agent, a librarian, two
publishers, and a chairperson from the Booker Foundation. They select the judges for the
award from leading academics, writers, public figures, and literary critics. The average number
of books actually considered for the prize is around 130.
     British Indian author Salman Rushdie won the Booker in 1981 for his novel Midnight’s
Children. In 1993, he was honored with the Booker of Bookers Prize for having the best novel
to win the prize in the 25 years it had been given out. Most recently, Midnight’s Children was
honored with The Best of the Booker in 2008 to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the prize.
     There is also a Man Booker International prize given out every two years to an author of
any nationality. This award was established in 2005 and awards authors for their body of work,
rather than one book.

Which statement from the passage above supports the inference that the Booker Foundation is
becoming even more inclusive?

 A. "There is also a Man Booker International Prize given out every two years to an author

of any nationality."

 B. "The Prize was originally called the "Booker-McConnell" after the company that

sponsored it in 1968."

 C. "The Booker Prize winner is almost guaranteed international attention, so it is

considered a great distinction to win the Booker, as well as make the longlist or

shortlist of nominees."

 D. "Winners must be residents of Ireland or the Commonwealth of Nations that includes

53 countries like India, Pakistan, the United Kingdom, and Canada."
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Answers

1.  A

2.  A

3.  A

4.  --

5.  B

6.  A

7.  A

8.  C

9.  D

10.  B

11.  D

12.  --

13.  --

14.  D

15.  B

16.  B

17.  B

18.  --

19.  B

20.  A
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Explanations

1. The passage lists a number of awards and honors that Brooks received during her career. The reader can infer that she was very widely
respected.

2. Lederer chose not to have another writer assume the "Ann Landers" pen name when she passed away in 2002. The column passed away with
her.

3. It is clear from the passage that Mrs. Sommers did not have a lot of money. In the first paragraph, the author states that Mrs. Sommers
thought fifteen dollars was a large amount of money, and "it gave her a feeling of importance such as she had not enjoyed for years."

4. The sentence "And while scientists may not really care how a rat reacts to space conditions, animal data can transfer to human models and
help prevent or solve physical issues people face today" best supports the inference that scientists find that animals are useful as models for
conducting experiments concerning human beings.

5. The passage says that Brooks was the first African American to win the Pulitzer Prize for poetry. This statement implies that others have won
it since her.

6. According to the passage, the National Book Award specifically honors writers who have made contributions to American literature. The
reader can tell that this award is only presented to American authors.

7. This passage says that doing nothing could have disastrous effects on the Earth's climate.

8. The passage states that Uncle Henry never laughs, and that he works hard from morning till night. The reader can thus infer that Uncle Henry
has a sad and tough life.

9. Paragraph 2 states, "At the gate of the Castle the Prince was waiting to receive her." The paragraph concludes with, "When he saw her he
sank upon one knee, and kissed her hand." These two clues lead the reader to infer that the Prince is looking forward to meeting the Princess.

10.The second paragraph states that "The question of investment was one that occupied her greatly." The paragraph concludes with ". . .she
seemed to see her way clearly toward a proper and judicious use of the money." This indicates that Mrs. Sommers planned to use her money
wisely and judiciously rather than splurging it.

11. In the last paragraph the author writes, "Today, these same people do not have to seek out new friends because they can communicate
instantly with old friends across great distances through phone calls and text messages." This sentence suggests that people who depend too
heavily on technology do not form close relationships with new people because it is too easy to communicate with old friends.

12.The sentence "Instead of being delighted, as her husband had hoped, she threw the invitation on the table crossly, muttering: "What do you
wish me to do with that?" supports the inference that Mathilde shows no consideration for the feelings of her peers. In the context of the
story, Mathilde's husband makes an effort to please her with the party invitation. However, Mathilde does not appreciate the gesture and
instead begins to cry because she has nothing to wear. In contrast, Mathilde's husband shows compassion when he tries to console her.

13.The sentence "You should have seen how wisely I proceeded—with what caution—with what foresight—with what dissimulation I went to
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work!" best supports the inference in the question stem. The narrator tries to convince the audience that he acted rationally when he took the
old man's life. The narrator uses the words "wisely" and "foresight" to dispel the notion that he is a madman.

14.Paragraph one says that CCRN believes people haven't reacted to global warming because they've been told they have to make huge
sacrifices. This is why they suggest that individuals do small things.

15.The author says that Lederer and Phillips went to college together and even married in a joint ceremony. The rift between them was started
by competition between their columns.

16.At the beginning of the passage, Mindy suggests that she and her friends need "professional help" from Ms. Shearer to deal with Evelina.
Pedro suggests that Evelina should talk to Ms. Shearer, who has "a lot of great information about food safety." At the end of the passage, the
four students enter the Home Economics classroom to talk to Ms. Shearer. The reader can infer that Ms. Shearer is the school's Home
Economics teacher.

17.The last paragraph states that Mrs. Sommers knew the value of a bargain, and to save money, she would determinedly pursue an object that
was on sale. The words such as "persistence" and "determination" suggest that Mrs. Sommers is a strong-willed woman.

18.The sentence "This vast amphitheater, with its encircling galleries, its mysterious vaults, and its unseen passages, was an agent of poetic
justice, in which crime was punished, or virtue rewarded, by the decrees of an impartial and incorruptible chance" supports the inference that
the king has a superficial concept of justice. The sentence states that punishment and reward are determined by chance rather than by facts
and evidence. The sentence suggests that the king cares only for the appearance of justice.

19.The reader can tell what the author thinks about cell phones based on the information in the passage. The author discusses the problems
associated with cell phones. The author most likely thinks that cell phones should not be used so much that they hurt interpersonal
communication.

20.The Booker recently established a prize that is available to authors outside of Ireland and the Commonwealth of Nations. It is including
writers from all over the world. The reader can conclude that the Booker Foundation is becoming more inclusive.


